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Adolf Hitler’s Nazi Party rose to supremacy to become one of 
the greatest and most destructive powers in world history. There are 
many theories about what motivated Hitler and his Nazi Party to 
mobilize Germany for war and convince the public about the necessity 
of ethnic cleansing of non-Aryan groups. Some speculate that it was 
the defeat of Germany during World War I, and many blamed the Jews 
for being responsible for Germany’s loss of the war and subsequent 
severe war penalties.' It has been argued that the political ideology of 
the Nazis concerning racial cleansing could only be carried through 
by appealing to established spiritual belief systems and myths.’ This 
theory derives from the many similarities that can be seen from the 
old Pagan traditions that experienced a revival with the many oddities 
and traditions of the Nazi Party. 

Early in the twentieth century, the Ariosophy movement began 
as the merging of German nationalism with racism based on occult 
beliefs which are now described as corresponding to the term 
volkisch.? These concepts constructed upon esoteric knowledge of 


Norse folklore would allow the Nazi Party to usher in a new era of 
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German Aryan supremacy. Their key argument included the belief 
that non-Aryans, such as the Jews, were actively involved in 
destroying the German way of life by spreading egalitarianism and 
that the actions of the non-Aryans have polluted the races, threatened 
German world dominancy, and caused war. As a result of these 
supposed threats to German society, the Ariosophists sought out 
esoteric practices of the ancient Germans, developed secret sacred 
orders to practice their esoteric knowledge of esoteric discrimination, 
and promoted the formation of a grand German empire encompassing 
the globe. 

The following involves a discussion of how beliefs in the occult 
influenced the formation of Nazism and decision making regarding 
political and social affairs that led the leaders of the Nazi Regime to 
elevate the Aryans to demi-God standing; justify their actions in the 
killing of millions of subjectively inferior individuals including those 
who identified with Jewish heritage; and their goal to dominate the 
globe in power and authority.* Specifically by examining the role of 
how the modern Ariosophy movement of the early twentieth century, 
through the lens of societies such as the Germanorden and the Thule 
Society based on the esoteric teachings of the Ariosophists Guido von 


List and Jorge Lanz Liebenfels, one can gain a greater understanding 
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how belief systems in the cult developed the idea of anti-Semitism in 
Nazism.° 

There are many benefits of studying the history of how anti- 
Semitism developed in Nazi Germany to the extreme that it did. 
Overall, this research is important because it assists in revealing the 
overall psychological state of the Nazi regime and gives explanations 
for political motivations centered on spiritual beliefs which are often 
thought of as absent in Nazi Germany.’ This research has not been 
fully explored in the historiography of Nazi German and Holocaust 
studies despite the numerous instances of occult ties to the Nazi 
Party, therefore additional evaluation into this genre of history is 
warranted.’ Furthermore, by studying how anti-Semitism gained a 
stronghold and resulted in the extermination of millions of Jews, 
warning signs regarding future hate groups can be identified and 
these groups can be immobilized in order to prevent other 
catastrophic world events such as World War II and the Holocaust 
from occurring again in the future. 


Early Ariosophy Foundations of List and Liebenfels 
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There were two men who can be credited in forming the 
Ariosophy movement that later became the occult societies that 
harbored anti-Semitism within Germany -Guido von List and Jorge 
Lanz Liebenfels.® The first of these pioneers was the writer and nature 
lover, List who began his experimentation with the occult sciences as 
a child and had a well formalized world view by the time he was a 
young adult at the turn of the twentieth century. He was pivotal in 
forming new ideas about how German culture based off the old pagan 
religions of ancient central Europeans while at the same time 
denouncing Christianity. This idolizing and return to the old and pure 
forms of Germanic culture would prove to become fodder for anti- 
Jewish sentiments in groups building from List’s basic ideas. 

Before becoming widely known, List wrote several plays 
featuring pre-Christianized Germany and an anti-Semitic essay.’ He 
called the priesthood of the new religion he created the 
Armanenschaft and the doctrine of his new religion Armanism after a 
group of ancient priest-kings that he believed worshiped the sun.'° 
However Armanism was not meant for all German people since 


Armanism was delegated to the elites, while a folkloric doctrine called 
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Wotanism was delegated to the lesser classes and included fewer 
privileges and secrets than the priesthood Armanism.'' Furthermore, 
List used occult signs and symbols, through the ancient use of 
divination runes, to guide his spiritualism toward victory of the non- 
Aryan Jews. Sacred symbols utilized through the runes and in occult 
officiating ceremonies would be important for the majority of 
Ariosophy groups that sprouted from the philosophy of List’s ideas. 
List had multiple proposals for Germany that were based on 
Aryan supremacy this extended to everything from education to 
politics.'* He believed that only those of pure Aryan blood should be 
able to hold state political office, receive higher education, and be 
able to obtain employment in industrial and professional fields of 
work. In this way, non-Aryans such as the Jews would be forced to 
cater to the Aryan race by serving them. List also proposed that 
intermarriage between Jews and non-Jews should be prohibited in 
order to keep the blood line clean. Additionally, he proposed that the 
occult initiations would be taught in the schools but only to those with 
the purest Aryan lineage thus keeping spiritual power only in the 
hands of the elite. These racial laws would later become actualized 


under Hitler’s command and was one of the first steps in the 
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subjugation of Jews leading up to the loss of life seen in the 
Holocaust.’ 

The Viennese, Jörge Lanz Liebenfels, carried on List’s original 
beliefs in the racist, anti-Semitic, and nationalistic spiritual 
foundations that were set forth!* His strong conviction that blue-eyed, 
light-skinned, and blond-haired race was the pinnacle of creation led 
him to founding the Order of the New Templars (ONT) in 1907 in 
order to practice the ritualism related to his gnostic and racist beliefs. 
Meetings were often located in old castles and became the forerunner 
of Heinrich Himmler’s training grounds for his Schutzstaffel (SS) 
army.'° Thus, the ONT became a bizarre center for the study of racism 
mixed with astrology, homeopathy, and nutrition that attempted to 
eliminate all the corruption that Liebenfels blamed the Jews, Asians, 
and Slavs for contaminating the well-being of German society.'® 


Germanorden 
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In 1912, the Germanorden or German Order was formed by the 
industrialist Theodor Fritsch and bureaucrat Hermann Pohl in Berlin 
in order to celebrate and promote Aryanism according to the 
philosophical teachings of List and Liebenfels.!’ They practiced in 
lodges similar to those used by Free Masons where they conversed 
about anti-Semitism and ways to keep the Aryan blood line clean from 
outside influences. In order to gain admittance to the Germanorden, 
an applicant had to undergo strict examinations to test for impurities 
of the Aryan lineage. If a person was found to have unfavorable racial 
origins or handicaps, they were banned from joining the 
Germanorden. Furthermore, the Germanorden was also only meant 
for the upper classes of German society, the extremely rich, the good 
looking, and was clandestine in its operations. 

The group identified the Jews and the Freemasons as enemies of 
the Aryans and well-being of Germany because these groups 
represented the Enlightenment and capitalism which were considered 
anti-volkisch in character and threatened the Aryan blood line.'® The 
society also was pivotal in monitoring the activities of the Jews, 


revolutionary anarchists, and socialists.'® The structure of the 
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Germanorden itself was hierarchical and had special initiation 
ceremonies typically seen with fraternities with elements taken from 
both List and Norse mythology. The Germanorden was similar to 
subsequent Ariosophy societies in that it adopted the swastika in 1916 
order as a way to celebrate the sun.” The use of this symbol in an 
early Pagan revival society such as the Germanorden is important in 
establishing the lineage of how the ancient swastika emblem became 
the symbol of hatred and anti-symbolism that ushered in the 
Holocaust because the use of the swastika was continued in future 
Ariosophy groups. 

The disintegration of the Germanorden came during World War 
I when a large portion of the order’s membership became soldiers to 
fight for Germany.*' This already small group due to its highly- 
selective membership practices, splintered the group into too small of 
a faction. However, the Germanorden was a significant prewar force 
and was effective in awakening feelings of animosity and fear toward 
non-Aryan groups such as the Jews through means of assignations and 
dissemination of political writing. In essence, the early Germanorden 
society was a small-scale precursor to future hate groups and 


elements from the Germanorden were used to form what later would 
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be used by the Nazi Party to spread dislike for the Jews and promote 
the Holocaust. 
Thule Society and the Nazi Party 

The Thule Society or Thule-Gesellschaft began in the early 
twentieth century as another segment of the Ariosophy movement 
based on the teachings of List and represents one of the greatest links 
between Nazism and occultism.””? Some attribute the Thule Society as 
a direct metamorphosis of the previous anti-Semitic sect, the 
Germanorden.”? Notwithstanding by 1918, a firm foundation in racial 
discrimination centering on anti-Semitism had taken a strong foothold 
amidst philosophical beliefs in Nordic folklore and volkisch 
underpinnings.” Essentially, they were obsessed with purifying the 
Aryan race and the ultimate supremacy of the Aryan race. 

The name, Thule, was taken from the name of the region where 
List believed that the Aryan race had emigrated to after the fall of 
Atlantis.”° The legend of Atlantis was very important to some with the 


Nazi Party because it represented the direct lineage of the Aryan race 
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and the ideal to which Germany should reestablish itself as being 
racially unadulterated. Members of the Thule Society believed that 
Thule was physically located in the northern regions of the globe in 
what is now known as Greenland and Iceland.” Therefore even the 
moniker, Thule, was utilized as an anti-Semitic means of 
communication and identification for racist factions. 

Adolf Hitler had contact with the Thule Society indirectly 
through the companionship of the Thulean, Rudolf Hess, when he was 
imprisoned after a failed coup against the Bavarian political party for 
nine months in the Landsberg jail in 1924.” Hess was pivotal in 
helping Hitler write his well-known autobiography Mein Kampf, and 
later became Hitler’s right-hand man and Deputy Fuhrer.”® 
Additionally, Hess was a student of the academic professor, Karl 
Haushofer, who provided Hitler with ideas concerning geopolitics that 
Nazi Party would later use to justify their reasons to purify the world 
of non-Aryans when Haushofer would visit Hess while in jail.” 


Professor Haushofer was well-versed in volkisch ideals and taught 
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Hitler why war was sometimes just in order to protect living space.*° 
Moreover, Haushofer voiced his opinions to Hitler about expansion of 
the Aryan empire and future conquests which would later be 
actualized as Hitler attempted to control Europe and dispose of the 
Jews.*! 

Hitler can be further connected to occult roots through his 
dedication of Mein Kampf to Dietrich Eckart.** Eckart was influential 
to the formation of the Nazi Party because he was one of the first 
individuals to believe that Hitler would become a leader in promoting 
Aryan ideals in Germany.” Members of the Thule Society believed 
that a German savior would come and protect the German people 
after the embarrassment of losing World War I, and Eckart 
championed Hitler as this man. Eckart would also later help Hitler 
form the Nazi Party and introduce Hitler to another influential anti- 
Semitic, Alfred Rosenberg, who would go on to support Hitler and the 


cause against non-Aryans in the same way Eckart supported Hitler’s 
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rise to power.** Furthermore, he wrote the lyrics for the Nazi Party’s 
song, Deutschland Erwache or Germany Awaken, which renounces 
Jews as having no place in the German Empire.” That being said, 
Hitler collected many books on occult subjects in his library after 
being influenced by those such as Hess and Eckart.* In all, Hitler’s 
ties to occultists groups can be seen within the Nazi Party’s activities 
and actions. 

The Thule society became part of the National Socialist German 
Workers Party (NSDAP) or the Nazi Party in 1920 where the top 
members of the party such as Rudolf Hess, Heinrich Himmler, 
Dietrich Eckart, and Alfred Rosenberg became leaders of the 
society.” Hitler would become leader of the NSDAP by 1921. This 
was a move taken by the society, to expand its membership due to its 


original aristocratic and limiting nature which prevented the party 
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from spreading to the masses. By allowing the working class to 
participate in the society, more members could be gained to help in 
the cause of purifying the Aryan race and promoting the 
reestablishing world domination. However, members of the Thule 
Society also had to adhere to the same admittance standards as with 
the Germanorden group and new members had to sign a paper saying 
that they had no Jewish or African blood in their veins or in the veins 
of the woman they chose to marry.*® 

Within these secret occult societies, symbolism was an 
important method of conveying ideas and for instilling fear.*! Occult 
imagery within the Nazi Party can be seen most poignantly in the Nazi 
flag which was developed by the dentist and avid Thulean Friedrich 
Krohn. ** Dr. Krohn suggested that a black swastika rotated to the left 
should be used for the flags design and became the official symbol of 
the Nazi Party after being approved by Hitler in 1920.*? Although the 


swastika symbol had been in existence for the last 10,000 years and 
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used by many cultures such as the Greeks, Japanese, and Native 
America Navajo tribe, the Nazi Party had a new meaning for the 
depiction that went beyond the original representation of the stars, 
fertility, and the sun. 

The symbolism behind the new counter-clockwise Nazi swastika 
represented chaos and featured the ancient representation of the sun 
which undergoes its four seasons.** Furthermore, the swastika was 
associated with a region in northern Europe where Aryans were once 
thought to occupy and is connected with the legend of the hammer of 
Thor.* As such, the swastika served as powerful imagery for the Nazi 
Party that had many meanings. Eventually, the swastika flag would 
become a symbol for terror and destruction and is now recognized 
throughout the world as being a sign of hatred and racial intolerance 


against Jews.*® 
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Nazi Flag with swastika symbol in 1934. (Photo by Richard Freimark, 
courtesy of the United States Holocaust Museum) 


Although Hitler had belonged to the Thule Society by 
association and became leader of the NSDAP, he became suspicious of 
secret organizations such as the original Thule Society because he felt 
that they could turn against him.” Subsequently the Nazi Party 
banned all societies that were based on the occult and volkisch beliefs 
so that there would be no competition with his plans even though 
most Ariosophy groups adhered to similar dogmas as the Nazi Party 
supported. Many were upset about the betrayal of Hitler because they 
felt that they helped to give Hitler his power and unite the German 
people in a common cause. This was especially the case with one of 
the original participants of the Thule Society, Rudolf von 
Sebottendorf, who attempted to keep the Thule Society alive, but was 
imprisoned for his efforts despite the ideologies of the Nazi Party and 
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the Thule Society being similar.*® There could only be one society 
under Hitler and the Nazi Party used whatever means available even 
the occult method of criminal telepathy to insure that the Nazi Party 
remained at the forefront of the extermination of the Jews and battle 
in World War II.*° 

It is evident through studying the Ariosophy movement that 
there were direct and indirect influences on the Nazi Party and 
Hitler’s worldview based on the occult and volkisch principles that 
formulated the chaos and destruction that took place against non- 
Aryan groups such as the Jews. The Nazi Party did not develop its 
hatred against Jews and other non-Aryan races overnight but had a 
long experimentation with the ideas of racial discrimination through 
practicing these ideas within the context of ancient occult systems 
that glorified the Nordic races as supreme against all others. 
Members of the Ariosophy groups ultimately desired for an 
unadulterated Aryan race for Germany so that the country could 
reclaim its authority and power in the world. This view would 


ultimately lead to the slaughter of millions of Jews, Gypsies, and 
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handicapped individuals across Europe who were deemed as inferior 


to the Nordic race and a threat to the blood line of the Aryans. 
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